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PART I.
John Hatiburton, as he rode along, was

In high feather. He had done well at court,
better than he hzd hoped for, having, In-
deed. had a matter intrusted to him that
required deliate handling and some cour-

age. For the handling, though but a

rovice in intrigue and in the craft that
comnieids a man to a minister, he was

confident he had enough to bring the affair
to a successful issue, and for courage, he

thought he had as much as any man alive.
Of the nature of the packet he carried

en his saddle bag Haliburton knew nothing,
but that it related to matter of the deepest
Anport he was convinced, more from the
stern reminder of the chancellor that he
would have to answer for its safe delivery
with his life, than from the feverish, fidg-
ety anxiety displayed by the king, when
he commanded him to "haud to it tooth
and nail."
The knowledge, however, of the danger-

ous chareeter of his mission, as Implied by
the chancellor's words, in no way troubled
John Haliburton as he rode at a canter

across the moor. He had a good horse
under him, a stout sword by his side, and,
what wap best of all, a thorough belief in
himself. In a word, John Haliburton was

the bearer of dispatches from the court of
James to Lord Hunsdon, the nobleman se-
lected by Eltiseth to open communication
with the king of Scots. and his orders were
neither to draw bridle nor hold speech or

dealing of any kind with any man whatso-
ever, io matter of what degree he might
be. until he had got them into Hunsdon's
hands--'ir John Maitland plainly intimat-
ing to him at his departure that, notwith-
standing every precaution to keep the affair
secre't. he lully anticipated that Haliburron
would be interceptedeeharging him again
on no acount to go from his instructions.
but to hold to his letters as the king had
*.mim in led, "tooth and nail," until he
tenehd Hlunsdon, when he would be freed
'rom his tesponsibility. "And faith!" the
hancellor had added, with a smile. "I think

I could hariliy have chosen a titter man."
To wh:ch lialilbirton had repiedi, with
great comp-lacency: "I think not, my

Now. hal John Haliburton been a man
of the worl. -that is to say. more a courtier

n was -h, might have realized that
hi- nterprise was not like to be so easy
f at )fmplishmnit as he fondly supposed.

nwhl world just then was crying out
i:: the rnrier of the queen, and de-

nwmn.. vengeance upon Elizabe'th. Ptoli-
ti on e. y side were seeking alliances,
hat..hin 9:t. anl endeavoring to over-
. .. on,e another. Sain was in arms.

! uipon invcsin. Elizabeth was
ki tse.cure the. co-peration of the2

king f oi an! .Jamps was hvcrinig he-
.w--nr,-.u1eand noe fear of cutting him-

-1o1: of the Sli , w6hlst his t'atho-
lii subje cts w-re almst in open rebelliun,

;- to a s- Pil ip in his .1--nt upon

Toi -i-e to a satisF.actory and a peuniaryr~'rment with Elizateth. and to enfe-
pr th sui'e-;l. was th. aim of the

k.I- and.t l; chan, eller: to prevent such an
lurd;tanding aIt-i re~venge the death of
Mary, 'hat of the Catholics.

It w- at this cris's. then. that John liall-
ur was it rust-d with the special mis-
n r -ferr,- to. whieh wa, inten-led to pre-

the v:ay for a efinite atid an amicable
it- t of all .lififr-rn''. and doubtle4s

h . yrny milit have 1 -;! a'eomllish d
' zth''t any incident or -vent of any kind
other than what was to te eXle,ted in a
con'try so insti, id as Scot!nd, had it

afr th fortvitous interview of Jan'-
KnI,,t. with the king. which happened. as
it '.."-i. on the lery day that saw tiali-
Lurt'.ii 1-1parture. The e ffert upon James.
uzh whem she had been 'loseted for two
hours. an.d to whom she recounted with

rnnu oletails the tragedy of her mistress'
i::h. was so sirc n4 that he refuitsed to be

ee-rmfortt1. den->unced vngeanre, and swore
to hav- no d. alings with England. This
outhurst of tial affention. however, was
'r.iy tenpor-try. but it had its intfuence up-
ti the frtjne of John ialibuirton, notwith-ntdinit, for. through some unguarded
.vq r-. the nature of his mission was sus-
pt.e-i by those favorable to Philip. and
tr.asre: were at onice concerted to frus-

!ito- his, mbassy.
Ali unconscious. however, of this unfor-

tr at"-nt~tit'retms. John Hlabburton pur-seed his wa . but as he went gayly forward,
tro!ling forth as he went along a rousingin.% of lovei and war. his quik ear caughttw'n ''ers: s a sound there was no mis-
takinz. Turning in his saddle he saw him-.t-lf ;.i:rsuedl.

"thatto. there, in the king's name. halt!"
aImiburton only liieked his bridle andurid his horse into a gallop.

"in the king's name. halt. or I fire!"
a".in (an, touw the wind. but the pursuitwent on.

'I have my Prd.'rs," muttered the pursuedto himself: "but three of them. and in theling's name-Marry: I hope they will bear
m-ut. for I draw the bridle for no man,
uttil I se Hlunsdhon andi give over my
c-harg"." and with that he patted the bay
ant, itul it wvithi a few encouraging words

For awhii" thee was neither a summons
nor a shot. The wildt race swepit oven the
moorand. th.' tturf flew from the iron hoof
and lire from the tlint. The riders held their
brneath., clench.-d th- in tet'th and glared
stea-lily ab' ad. whilst the horses stretched
their necks, their nostrils quivering as they
tiew. F~or mile after mile the bay held on.
wth nev-r a sign of distress. The birds
wh:irrrd up with a scream from the bent,anid the rubbti:s scurried right and left. but-
the tame never flagged, The pursuers were
as tan behind at the end of five miles as
alhen they sighted their quarry, "The bay
is goo00d for another twenty yet." reflected
Ihliharton. "Marry! in that time I should
thr.' th, i off," he muttered, turning and
lookin~g back.
B~ut at that moment the omir.ous ring of

a looee shoe clinked upon his ear, warning
him that the game was up.

'he Nsc'ro Reminder of the Cha-
cellor.

With an oath that found its echo in the
*hout from behind, Haliburton pulled up,
weaitedl for a space. then drew his dag,
swung round in his seat anti tired. The
ImtiI missed the foremost rider, but it was
Riot lost, for the horse immediately foflow-
Ing botund with a scream into the air and
came down upon its master with a sicken-
ing crash, and before the third, who was
close behinai, could swerve aside, both horse
and man came to the earth over the Im-
l-ediment in front. One animal was dead:thme other, however, seemed unhurt, for it
scrambled to its legs and made off. But of
the two riders one alone rose; his comrade
had broken his neck.
With a shout of defiance John Haliburton,rising in his stirrups, dashed his discharged

weapon in the face of the advancing horse-
man, drew hIs sword and awaited his on-
abet.
But the rider declined the combat byreining in his beast,
"By mny soul. sir,", eried be, angrily, **if I
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Ye pay dearly for this. Heard ye not my
summons? Your papers, sir, in the king's
name," he demanded peremptorily.
"Marry! sir, and who may you be?"

a;ked John Haliburton, nonchalantly, as
he rested his sword across his holsters and
rcsumed his way at a foot's pace, a ma-
neuver which gave his opponent, as was in-
tended, the opportunity he watched for.
It was a dare devil thing to do, thus to

turn his back upon a foe, but with all his
itishness John Haliburton had a modicum
of prudence, too, that always brought him
through.
He did not look the kind of man to note

trifles, but that was just where he had the
advantage of his fellows. Things that other
men beheld and heeded not, he saw and
x'arked for use. The sun at that moment
was on his left, but to the rear, so that his
.wn and his neighbor's shadow projecteddiagonally in front. By watching them
with the tail of his eye, Haliburton could
thus easily enough observe every move-
rneunt of the man at his back, and it was
well fer him that he could, for he had
barely time to note his purpose and fall
upon his horse's mane, when the fellowfired.
"Faith! sir," laughed'Hallburton, ironical-

ly, "If I was not something pressed for
time, I would fain give you a lesson that
would steady your hand. Howbeit, as mybusiness cannot wait now, I beg that youwill excuse me."
"I arn at your command, sir, whenever

you choose," returned the other. "I should
prefer to play with you now, but I am onduty, and may not risk the king's dis-
pleasure by mismanaging the affair I have
in hand. Your name, if I mistake not, isJohn Haliburton."
"Well. marry! and what if it be?"
"You are the bearer of dispatches toLcrd Hunsdon?"
"Well. marry, and what of that?"
"The king," went on the other, "bade me

overtake you and require these dispatches;they are withdrawn."
"Marry! so you say," nodded Haliburton,

coolly: "but what warrant have 1 of that?"
"You have the king's command, sir, and

my word as a man of honor."
"Well, faith, these be fine words, sir,"answered Haliburton, "but I have mydoubt of them, for nords, sir, are but air.

and air will not stead a man before a
king. And as for your being a man of
honor, nom de Dieu, sir, you must be that
-you fire so badly at a man's back," and
Haliburton's mustache curled with the
sneer he could not express."I acted according to my instructions,"replie-".i the man, turning pale with anger."Well. v ell, give you good-day, sir," said
Haliburton. saluting him. "I must on.""Then you defy the king?"
"Nay. I am too lo'al a subject for that."
"Marry! sir. without more ado, will youdeliver your dispatches?"
"Certe._ i ;i' I, sir," laughed Halihurton,

"to the person I am accredited to, if indeed
I am John Haliburton."
"S'lenth! J arn in no humor for quib-bles. You refuse?" dema.ied the rider,

with a look behindl to sce if the survivor
was coming up, hut the fellow was sitting
on a hou!.' r with his head-4 in his hands.
John Haliburton laughed."Soh: you do refuse," sneerel the other

with a sirnificant gla-r.re at Haliburton's
steed. "Then I must e'en do as I was hid-
den-forestall you and hand Lord Huns-
don the dispatches I carry," and with
these words he pricked his beast forward,
but he reckoned without his host.
"Stay!" exclaimed Halibiurton, handlinghis remaining dag. An iiea had come to

him; he dil nut think it well to let this fel-
low get in front of him: he might waylay
him at dark further on. anti that was to be
proviiePd against.
"Stay!" he repeated.
At first the mcn seem inclined to make a

dash for it, but either his courage failed or
prul-nee warned him that Haliburton was
too near to miss.

He Rode Away at a Trot.
"Ah, you agree," said he, affecting to

misunderstand.
"I have need of that horse--the king's

service requires it," was Halibiurton's re-
ply; then shortly: "Dismount, sir."
"How, you want my horse--" the other

was beginning, but an cmincus movem-.nt
on the part of Haliburton decided him.
"Well. I am overmatchedl, but it may not

always be so." said he, dismounting and
making as if he would unmgirth.
"Hold, sir," said Haliburton, sternly;

"the king also requires your appoint-
ment.
"But my dispatches?' said the fellow, in

a tone of alarm.
"You forget I am a king's messenger,"

smiled Halibu'rton, sardonically; "I will be
responsllble for them."
Again the man hesitated, but his case

was desperate, and he saw It.
"Well, so be it," he said, bitterly; "yet

if you were a man-" and he looked at the
dag.
"And I am one," laughed Hlaliburton,

"but, unfortunately, I am a king's messen-
ger before all. I am sorry, sir, to trouble
you, but have the goodness to step back a
dozen paces."
The man did so,
"Thanks, sir," nodded Hailburton, dis-

mounting. "I will requite your courtesy at
a more convenient season, Give you good
day!"
Whereupon, vaulting into his discomfited

opponent's saddle, he gave the horse the
spur, and, leading his own, rode away at a
leisurely trot,

PART IL.
"Faith!" he drolled to himself as he

went along, "I have not done so badly: the
business is more amusing than I hoped for,
and, certes, I have come off better than I
deserved, for I should have seen to the
beast's shoes."
The lameness, however, of his own ani-

mal retarded Hlaliburton more than he had
looked for, and indeed increased so much
that, In a while, he was compelled reluct-
antly to draw rein and proceed more slow-
ly, and eventually, having an affection for
the horse, he felt constrained to go for-
ward at a foot's pace only.
It was certainly disquieting, for the after-

noon had waned, and evening itself was
growing apace, so that there was every
chance that he might be overtaken bydarkness before he reached a place of shel-
ter. However, having great faith in his
own luck, he kept on, hoping to get to
some spot where he might either have his
beast shod, or, if that could not be done,where he might leave it till he was free to
return. Nor did his good fortune desert
him, for presently he came at dusk to a
house that was like to serve his purpose.
It was a solitary place enough, lying in a

hollow in the moorland, with never a sign
of life about, but when he rode up he
found he had chanced on better- quarters
than appearances had promised, The host,
a quiet, decent sort of man, evidently mas-
ter and servant in one, assured him that
he would take every care of his beast: but
at the same time he strongly advised Hall-
burton to remain over night-the country
round there, he said, was wild and difficult
for travelers, and somewhat dangerous be-
sides. If his man had been about he would
have offered him with pleasure as a guide;but, as it happened, he had gone to Ber-
wick the day before. After considering the
matter for awhile, Haliburton concluded to
do as the man suggested. The ,nights were
then at the shortest, and a rest of an hour
or so would not be amis. Where he to goont he migh1t an.. to lamehs ~o

founder his horse, There was only one
.ondition that caused him to hesitate, and
that was that he might again be stayed
Dither by the fellow he had tricked, or by
Athere; but as that was a remote contin-
rency, Haliburton, as we have said, con-:luded to remain.
But, being a cautious man in the main;

le saw to the stabling of the animals him-
self, bringing the saddles away with him
nto his own room, when, having partaken
)f a hearty meal, he thought it well, before
retiring, to see whether his dispatches
were safe .

It was a mere matter of form, but forms
are indispensable at times, and on such an
rrand Haliburton felt that he ought to
take every precaution. Accordingly, hav-
.ng satisfied himself that his papers weresafe, he was about to lie down when it oc-

urredto him to examine those he had
.aptured.
Strangely enough, while inspecting his

Ind, the remembrance of the fellow's
wvords somehow or other flashed across his
nind. "I am overmatched," he had said,
"but it may not be so always." Despite
Uls sanguine temperament and indifference
'o danger, Haliburton could not altogether
shake off a feeling of d!scomfort. For a
)rief moment he realized what it was to be
xnxious, and his anxiety was not allayed
when he glanced at the packet in his hand,
ror it was so like to his own that when he
Aaced the two side by side he would, had
le not known the one on his right to bereally his, have been hard put to it to saywhich was which.
Fearful that he might grow confused be-

:ween them, he took the precaution to
nark one of them at the right-hand top
:orner with a scratch of his thumb nail;:nen, consigning both to his adversary's
;addle, he laid himself down on the floor,rested his head on it for a pillow and fellisleep.
His slumber, however, as It proved, was

iot of long duration, for presently, as it
!eemed to Haliburton, he awoke to find
limself at the mercy of the man he had so
ately tricked. The fellow was standing
wer him pistol in hand, apparently- unde-
:ided what to do.
With a bound Haliburton made to rise,

)ut to his dismay he only rolled over like
Llog. He was tied hand and foot.
"Well, friend," said the man, and the

)rlsoner could see, even in the dim light.hat flickered from the small lamp on the
able, the smile of satisfaction on his face.

Ile Camse at Dunk to a House That
'Wni Liske to Serve Him Purpouse,

'Well, friendl," said he, coolly replacing his
veapion in his belt. "Ye s-,- I wa in th''ght, the wheel is ever on the turn; 'it' wa's
ne then, it is you now. Ye forgot the
)I her horsne. John Haliburton, and that ha~s
indione you."
Having sai'l so much, without more. adlo

ie draggl-d- his saddlie from below Halt-
>urtoa's hetad, laid it on the table. lified up
he flaps and thrust his hand] within.
"'Aha! bot'i!" he chuckled. "Well, sir,"

iaid he, "I will be responsihl oryu
)apers as well as-" but at this point his
oilce faltered, then trailed] off into silenceL.

t troubled look came Into his faee, anid he
eere-l down at the two patckets, hold'ing
hemn close to the lamp the better to dis.-
ingujish them.
"Malediction!" he muttered, peering more
lIosely at them, completely at a loss to
know his own.
"Marry, sir!" sneered John Haliburton,ifter a long pause, during which his op->onent had been engaged with bended

)rows examining the packlets, unable to
ilde the discomposure he was thrown into,
'Ye seem In no great haste. Bethink ye,:he wheel is aye turning?"
"Let it! Howe'er It turns It will never

serve your turn," growled the other,Lngrily. "The beast ye rode Is lame, and
a hen I go I will ride my own, and take-:he sound one with me. There is no greatiaste."
"I mighlt come by another," taunted

aliburton.-

"I think that not likely," returned the
Afther, uncertainty, his attention divided

etween Haliburton -and the packets; "the

wn k-eps none; hut I see no reason why[ should not be assured of ye," he added,gloomily.
"Tush," said Haliburton, laughing. "Ye

wrill not."
"What binders me?"
"Ma foi! a good reason."
"And that Is-?"
"Because ye ken no which of these to

rcurs," laughed Hall.hurton, nodding his
leadin the direction of the packets.

"Whieh means. I take It, that you do,"

'etorted the other, quickly.
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no. outgate," repilned Hal-burtonjr,'
The gor-a.-space there was a qilence that

was orfY 6b4ken by the breathing of -the
two me man at the table busy racking
his brat.AA come at some means of over.
reahii opponent, Haliburton wonder
ing wh his.plan might be.
"Ye sab that yours was marked, I think,'

said th fi, sharply, at length breaking
the sti e#, darting as he spoke a keer
glance 49 Rraliburton.
"Nay,stI said not so," returned that per-

son, impertUrbably; "you hinted that I ken
ned yo s, .gnd I answered you that ye
might ZeU so if it pleased you."
HaviR 4ald which. John Haliburtor

leaned 'iis "back against the wall an
watche4 his rival with a smile of amuse.
T ent as he scrutinized the packets each ir
turn, back ind front, but only once agair
to recogpIze that he was discomfited.
"Come. sir,-" said the man, looking up, at

if he hqd formed a resolution, "this is
trifling. One of us must reach Hunsdon-
we cannot bide here till the crack of doom.'
Haliburton nodded. "Will," he corrected
"Well, will; anything in the devil's name,'

answered the other. "There seems no other
course open than to put the matter to the
arbitration of the sword. I will free you
let you choose your packet, and-then fighi
you a ' outrance. The man that leaves
this room alive may carry his dispatches
whither he will."
Haliburton shook his head. "Marry," he

said, "I will only use my weapon on a gen-
tleman, not upon a common assassin. But
even if ye were a man I could meet I would
not cross blades with you now, for my
orders were peremptory, and I may not gc
from them. In self-defense I am any man's
man, but I will not jeopardize the king's
business in any sie fashion as ye propose.
If I did. faith, I might come off ill, for one
thing I ken not your play, and more, sir, ]
am not too well assured that, after having
chosen the packet. I might not get a stelle1
in rty back. It may be, for aught I ken,
that ye have a knave or tway by to help at
a pinch."

At was a random shot, but it told; the eye
of the man at the table wavered for a sec-
ond. then dropped.
"'"Sdeath, what would you, then?" he said

with a shrug of the shoulders, fingering the
packets nervously, and turning his back to
the light, as if to study them to better ad-
vantage-a proceeding, however, that failed
to hide the confusion he was in. "Gif ye wil
neither tight nor choose I trow we am not
like to get away soon."
"Faith, no," answered Haliburton, with a

yawn. "Faith, no: unless ye care to ad-
venture a plan I have thought on."
"Well." said the other, "let us hear it."
"Pshaw, sir." jeered laliburton; "ye may

glower there like a cat in the dark, but ye
will find nothing about me but what's hon-
est. The plan is simple enow, a fair field
and no favor. Let us wait till the light
come in, mount our beasts and choose out
lIackets-our host may hold them for thal
nmatter-arnd then let the best man, or
rather the best horse, win the day."
"But how about the beaSts? We may

come to words there."
"That may well he: hut a throw of the

dice will settle that-the chances of war-
the highest call to have rirst choice. What
say ye?'
"Done,'' sald the other, with just enough

elation n his voice to apprise Haliburton ol
what would happen.

PART Ill.
As, however. John lalibirton stood t<

win, no matter how things went, he dis-
posed himself to wait the coming of the
morning as comfortably as circumstances
would permnit, and(] very soon. much to the
other's surprise, resumed the slumber fronr
which it had been so rudhely awakened.
'I he mai at the table, not having the sane
happy Indifference, or con-ciou' that he had
to deal with one of grcat courage andI r--
source, elcte1 to sl,-ep with one eye open.

0o ttat he might frustrate ny .!tsigtu
upon himself or his possossions. To that
end he wrapt himself in his eloak. andt sat
down i tht window seat. In this strangefishion, the one asl4-p, the other nowialing.
u ith the bones of ontilatlon--the packets--
lying on the table h, twern them, as it
thms of no account. the night was sp-nt.
At Iength, after what set.-W(1 to the wak-

ing man an '-ter nity of time. andl when lie
was almdst crkne to lie that lay would
never break again. the firt faint flushing
of dawn, streaking the casement warn-'
him that, the fateful mom<-nt was at hand.
Rising with great caution so as not to dis-
turb the sl-jer, he stole arross the floor
out of te apartment and along the pas-

4V4

Au Time Passed the Beast Still Hel
* On.

sage, and opening a door at the end of it
looked into the place beyond, and whis-
rer-ed something to a man, who, in the dirr
light of the half dead fire, looked not unlike
mine host. Whoever he was, he seemed orn
good terms with the speaker, for he nc
soorer heard whlat the other had to say
than he slipped the bolt- of the house door
and made for the stable. The man in the
(cc-ak. apparently satisfied, returned to the
room as stealthily as he had left it, and re-
sumed his seat, Little by little the dull,
ghostly light increased in strength, the
gray began to wane and warm and grow
rosy, then by-and-by the table, the chairs,
the rafters and the floors and the walls,
and ,at last the fireplace at the far end of
the room, began to show: a bird twittered
on a bough without, and then, as a flood of
yellow glory streamed over the world, and
another day came dancing across the hill-
tops, a hundred flute-like throats piped out
a welcome.
When at last it was broad daylight, the

man at the window arose and stretched1
himself, and then proceeded to call the
host by hammering upon the table with
the pommel of his sword.
"Send in my man," said he, when mine

host appeared; "and hark ye! what cheer
have ye at hand? Give us what ye have-
we are in haste."
As soon as the lackey head come in, close-

ly followed by the victuals, Hlaliburton,
who had~been waken for some time, had
his bonds undone, and the three at once
proceeded to fortify nature by attacking
the viands, at which work Haliburton, a
valiant trenchman, shewed that msfortune,
Whatever else it had done, had not de-
prived hli off his appetite.

"Perdit_- n s~Yze this man," muttered the
other to hmnsehlf; "there is no dIsheartening
him. If his spirit be as great as his stom-
ach ho 11hl rot be easy overthrown."
"A long bottl% for a long ride," said Hall-

burton, j ocoset'y, 'is he poured out the
wire frofg a call flask; "may you be last
in."
"Ye seem eonfident, sir," returned the

other, soeiyp~Jhe laughs who wins."
"Well, -ell, I have a presentiment that

I will wi 1. Iwbeit, if I lose I will have
had my-,.lau h" saId Haliburton; "but
come, sir, youl dice, your dIce; this is not
a marri e fpast; the highest throw has
the choleW"-
"You

dic spried the other, producingHadie box
WbuHtoe -ithr you then," rejoined Hall-broas heirolled the cubes upon the

board. i,.
"Seven)"~ejaculated his opponent, "severn

to beat,"and he threw in turn. "Ten!" he
cried; "Jesti Maria! I am safe; I have
won!" he cried again, heaving a sIgh as
if relieved; "I- choose my ain beast."
With an exclamzation of vexatIon, Hal-

iburton rose and- buckled on his sword.
"Let us go," he said.
"At once, sir," answered the other witi:

a sharp laugh; "but faith! if you only wirby losing, ye will scarce make salt to youmkail."
Not troubling himself to reply to thissally, Haliburton strode -out to where tht

two horses were being led up and dowrin front of the door, leaving his adversar3
to settle his reckoning.
"Well, sir," said the latter when at lasi

he came out, "if you are ready, so am I,'
and he handed the two dispatches to mint
host as had been agreed upon.
"Ye will stand between -us so, sir," hi

explained, "and the moment we are ul

pket that's left is ma, Now. ir," be
cried, mounting his hors, "boot andwsad-

"PRead4Y," answered Hallburton, vaultingInto his'saddle. "Come, good air, the
packet."
Mine host, standing between the two

horses, hald up the dispatches.Haliburton looked them over carefullyfor a second or.two, then noting the mark
he had made to enable him to distinguishhis own from that belonging to his com-
panion. without any further hesitation he
made his choice, and put the dispatch into
his bag; the other was handed to its own-
er, who,, following Haliburton's example,dIsposed of it in like fashion.
"Now, masters, when I say three," said

mine host.
"Ay, ay, exclaimed Haliburton and the

stranger.
"Then one, two, three." cried mine host."and. may the best man v.in, though.faith," he rauttered to himself as he saw

the two disappear, neck and neck. over
the brow of the hill, 'thou'gh faith, how is
he to manage I wotna, for the best man is
on the warst beast, albeit not so bad as
that devil Kinlevin thinks."
That he had the worst mount Haliburton

was aware, but it was not until about halftheir journey was over that his companiontook advantage of his animal's superiorityto force the pace. For some Ilitle while
this person had looked to see Haliburton's
animal fall lame, but as time passed and
the beast still held on and looked like stay-ir g, a suspicion of the truth flashed uponhim, and he determined to hazard no
more with such a man. Clearly Hall-
burton had bribed mine host the highest.In his betief he gave his horse the rein,and was soon out of sight, the fellow
waving an Ironical adieu to Haliburton as
he vanished from sight.
Though It was now evident beyond a doubt

that he was beaten, John Haliburton, to
all outward seeming, appeared in no wise
crestfallen or disheartened. On the con-
trary, as he rode l-to Berwick late in the
afternoon, he was so little affected by his
defeat as to be able to whistle a lively
march.
Wending his way In the first instance

toward Hundson's headquarters, he there
learned, as he had anticipated, that a
courier had arrived an hour before with
dispatches from the Scottish king. Satis-

For a Moment the Man Glowered at
tle Torn Pneket.

fie~l on that h,-ai. and assr.d that it v.as
rielles for him to pr-sent himself to E!iza-
onthis commis.ioner, Halihurzx -antiniued
on his way, anl was lt.sently installed at
his ease in the common room of the "Lion"
ttvern, regeling himself with the best
tho hou.- could afford: an I there it was
that he was discovered by his late fellow-
traveler, who. exi.eeting to see no one so
little as Haliburton, was ur-able to dis-
semble the amazement and uneasiness
whi h his presence occ asimled him.
L.ooking about Him to se-e whether any

other was in the room besides the-mseh,.s,
and noting only a stolid and sunburnelI
eptain of a merchant carrack dozing off
the effeets of his eups, he sat himself down
on a bench hard by, and said: "Faith, sir.
if I did not know ye to be flesh and bloo.i
I could believe ye to be the devil himself.
I wonder ye won in. Were ye not held at
the gate?"
"Why, yes, sir, I was," answered Hall-

burton. pushing the bottle and a glass over
the board. He had cone to have a cor-
dial dislike of this man, who was as ready
t, cut his throat as drink with him, hut
having a mind to punish him in another
manner than by seeking a brawl, he as-

ruined the careless air of the soldier of
fortune, and affected an indifference he
did not feel.
"Why, yes, I was stayed, but I had a

letter of safe conduct about me that got
me through."
"Marry, sir, your health, and better lurk

to your next venture-ma foil I wonder
ye troubled to come on at all," said the
man, with a sneer.
"Mon Dieu! what was there left to do?"

returned Haliburton, with a shrug. "1

would have fared hut Ill had I gone ba'k
without having ac'omplished any mission.
However, better late thrive than never
thrive. I purpose to return tomorrow."
"Why, then, belike we will go together-

that is, if ye bear me no ill will, for I also
intend to rettrn to court," proposed the
other.
"Mag~'y, sir, I doubt if that would be

well," said Haliburton."And why, sir?"
"God's life, man," drawled Halburton,

"ye should ken hest-I but make the re-
mark, for, to my thinking, the court Is bt
an ill place for a man that cogs his dice
and lames his neighior's horse."
"Tush," laughed the other, "all's fair in

love and war-these were but tricks-ye
matched your wit against mine arid lost.
Trust me, my reputation is more likely to
gain in credit by what 1 have done than
to gang basr.krupt."
"Why, that is as may be," returned Hall-

burton; "but I trow, when the king casts
his een ower this"-and he drew a packet
from his doubiet, the same he had chosen
when starting from the Inn door-"faith,
sir, I trow your reputation and your craig
will both be stretched to the cracking."
For a moment the man glowered at the

torn packet, too utterly confounded for
speech, the sweat breakir.g out In beads
upon his brow; but at last, with a mighty
effort, he found his voice and gasped:
"Then-then the one-the one I delivered

to Hunsdon--"
"Was mine, sir," answered Haliburton,

grimly. "I aye win by losing."
(The end.)

A Lesson in CIvtlty.
Fmmoi Youths' Companion.
It is human nature to rejoice when a

churl Is tauight a forcible lesson In polite-
ness, and the more the rebuke is deserved
the more will the lookers-on rejoice at the
guilty man's discomfiture. A case In point
occurred at the custom house at one of the
ports of entry on the great lakes.
'The Inspectors were very courteous, and

had been making only suprficial examina-
tions of the trunks and bags of the pas-
sengers, all but one of whom appreciated
this leniency enough to render the in-
spectors all possible aid in their work. The
exception was a young Englishman, dressed
In the heIght of fashion, who seemed to
regard the inspectors as personal enemies.
When his turn came, the Inspector said:

"Have you a trunk, sir?"
"That's my trunk," he answered, shortly.
"Will you kindly open It?"
"Open It yourself!" As he spoke he threw

his keys down on the top of the trunk, and
looked as the inspector with- a most insult-
ing expression.
The inspector said never a word, but in

ominous silence picked up the keys, opened
the trunk, and began the examination of
Its contents. Beginning with the tray, he
went straight through 'the trunk, taking
out and opening everything he found. He
unrolled and separated every pair of socks,
t.nfolded every piece of underwear, and
shook out and explored the pockets of all
the neatly folded coats and trousers. When
he had completely emptied the trunk, he
"checked" It and moved on to the next,
leaving the dude's entire wardrobe in a
heap on the floor.
The dude stood looking doubtfully at him

for a moment and then exclaimed: "Here,
you, who's going to put these things
back?"
"Put 'em back yourself!" answered the

inspector, without looking around, This
the foolish fellow had to do, while the
ca'dwd laughed.

Rare,
Frtm Life.
Bleach, ad the girls bleach with you;
Paint, and the others will;

And it's 0 for the sight of a real brunette

Hihetoaflin Lemaming O

ABSOEmI
CONVIRNING WITH ANIMALS.

You Most Talk to Them If Yo WIsh
to Make Them Friendly.

Prom Our Aunial Friends.
The most important kindness we can do

any animal that lives with us or that
works for us is to talk to him. It in all
very well to give our pets proper food and
care. but it is not enough. If "man doth
riot live by bread orly," the animal friends
)f man also have higher requirements.
rhey need c'mpanionship; they need con-
bersation. A team of horses that work
regularly together have their way of talk-
ing with each other. A cat and her kit-
Lens, a Pair of prairie dogs, any of our
home pets which are fortunate in the com-
panionship of their cwn kin'. .lo not reallyrieed our intimacy; but they will never
earn to love us untlers we take the trouble
to be agreeable to them, and they will
'ever be half so intelligent in understand-Ing what we expect them to do. if we omit
to say clearly what we want and If weare unwilling to bear out part in a friend-ly conversation.
You talk to your pets, of course, boys

and girls; we have not suppased that you
10 not. Was there ever a boy who
wouldn't talk to his dog? The dog answers
rou. He wags his tail, looks up into your
face. licks your har.ds, jumps about you.and when, in his opinion, the conversation
grows too exciting to be carried on In an3rdinary nanner, he barks as loud as be:an to give fuller expression to his feel-
ngs.
Now. a boy may have a dog for a pet.and somesother member of the family mayhave a canary. The boy considers his dogthe finest, -leverest fellow in the world; a:anary he thinks is a stupid little thingthat cares for nobody and is 'asily frght-tned. Let him go .p g-ntly to the canary
Ynd talk to it for a moment. The littlebird will cock its head first on one side.then on the other, and will chirp a del!ght-

Id answer. ending, very probably, in a
,)urst of happy s-g. After a while it will
know that boy's voice and will show the
greatest joy whenever he enters the room.H-je can soon te'ach the little creature torome at his call, and to take its favorite
hemp seed or a morsal of fruit from his
ingers. If one pays no attentiny at all to
in animal, it can not be otherwise thanstupid. We know a sad story 3f a canarythat had scrupulct care. bit was left:onstantly alone. Its cage hung whre it
oold not look out of the window and no
Imusement of any sort was provided for
t. The poo-r little mite died of nothing inthe world but solitary continemnit.
A yet sadder story is told of a ,hil.i. A

wLoman who was not h-r mother simplyfed and clothed a little girl. Day after
lay she let the ei-ild erawl around th- room
where she took in wa~shing for a living.Not only did she never p-t he.r; she neveraven spoke to her! Some gool o;,ie no-tieol thait the little ;irl .kowino itelli-

neeand could not talk. It was leaus!
4he had never been t.aught a single wor.l.The little girl is now bright and hal-pywi Lh kind friends.

ASTROPHOBIA.

Subjects of This strnge Complattg
Are Hunimnn larometers.

There is a new aisease, an,] as it is of a
:ommon every-day inexensive sort, we
";ay all indulg't in its im gr ary sym;.toms
id pains if we wi:;h to our hearts content.

L'nlike that ultra-fashlotable disorder, ap-
3tndicitis, it is not an expersive malady.
:or do we have to go to a hospital' and
cave a surgical oleration perfcrm'd to lie',red. The disfase has been callel Astro-phobia.: and persons suffering fiom it ate
hrman barometers, so to speak. Theyprophesy the weather ;end can predicttithot errror twcnty-four hours before-
Ivrd the approach of a northeast storm.Btefore a rising thunder squall they areniserahie beings. There are those indeedwho are utterly prostrated before anid dur-
rg a thunder stcrm, and some are even
hrown into sp3sms.
It has long been known that insects andrerrain domestic animals becc me aware ofapproaching changes in the weather. Theyinderstand %he heralds of c(mirg stcrms,lot fram visu-l chrervation, lut throughtheIr nervous system. Insects fly close to-he ground before a storm ar.d birds flylow to catch them. Turkeys will sniff theiir and reek cover long befcre a coming,hange in the atmcsphore, and. indeed,stake considerable fuss about it. too.iVhile this quality of prerniftion is gen-r-al among th3 lower animals. It 6oes not,.%ph them reach the perfeticn attainedatt some afflicted human beings, thosesith ahnormally vensitive organizations,delicate systems and nerves attuned to

every physical impression.
Due to Ellectricity.

It is to the preseznce of electricity in the
atmosphere and its variable effect upon
the nerves of these sensitive subjects that
may be attributed their unenviable power
:-f foretelling the weather and the dis-
ordered state of their systems wvhen storm
conditions are present.
There abounds in the air what is known

as atmtosphereic electricity, the existingpolarity of which, positive or negative, in-
dIcates respectively normal and abnormal
weather conditions. It Is when the air ischarged with positive electricity that one
(-eels "good, ' so to speak; that Is, one ex-

periences the bracing. stimulating effects
of pure air charged with ozone.
The presence 0t negative electricity, how-

ever, has the contrary effect, and shows
one of two things, either that storm con-
litions are present or are approaching.
It is now well known that there are two

regular tides of positive electricity In theatmosphere, the high, or maximum. which1orccurs between the hours of it and 12 a. m.1

and G and i p. in., and the low, or mini-
mum, between 2 and 5 p. m. and 1 and S

There are those -who' almost every day
pass through tides of feeling, which, If they
:lo not mathematically correspond to these
lally tides of electricity In the air, follow
so closely as to render certain a relationibetween the variable states of the system

and the variable states of the air.

From 8 to 12 a. m. Is the golden time for
brain work, as all students know; from 1

to 4 p. mn. there are frequently a dullness
and lassitude present that make hard work
a task. The latter part of the afternoonI

the spirits revive, and between 4 and 8 or
o'clock Is what might be called the silver

period of the day for all mental labor.

Storm, and the Nerves.
Irregular disturbances in the electrical~ondition of the atmosphere In storms, and

especially in thunder storms and northeast

storms. affect the nervous system of these

impressible tempermenits mast unpleasa'at-1

ly, often bringing on or aggravating neu-
ralgia, rheumatism and other pains, as well

"Lizzie, you's a puttin' on lugs, ain't yer y~"Jimmie, I'm sorry I can't be as I wus to
a lottery ticket wot he .found; if it draws de
to mash a titled bloke. .., b.l.e bloda.. tt

L-Ates U.S.God Rpos

Powder
ElM PURE
to inviting mental listness and discour-agement.
Who of us, for that matter, even of thenost robust cast, have not at times felt asort of resonance in the atmosphere, a cer-ain "feel" in the air. which seemed to"take hold." so to speak, and that, maybe,n an unsuspected rheumatic joint, thiswhen the wind has been blowing livelyfrom the northeast.
At one of the largest institutions In the!otuntry for the treatment of nervous di-

-ases it has been established beyond allluestion and by experiments extendingver a period of several years. that at-acks of epilepsy and mania correspond in
Llarge number of instances to changes inhe electrical condition of the air.
There is nothing strange in all this, forill naturalist. know that many plants pre-lict storms with wonderful precision hourslefore they appear. Man with his exaltedand complete nervous sastem, and eqspe-rally civilized man, is far more impressiblehan any animal or flower.
It is. th-refore. not humane to despisehese subtie, storm anticipating pains in

our fritnds, nor. Indeed. may we ridicule
he statement of a chance infirm weather
rognisticator who may claim, and perhaps
ie able to prove, that he "knows Its goin'o rain, 'cause he can feel it in nia jints."
TRAPS POR rEnme4OOT SALVON.
do wthoe K(mg of Fahen as Taken as

Beeskapoet.
'rom the lewists, Ofe.) Soureal.
About this time the Penobscot river Is
ielding up one of its most important pro-
lucts and is sending to market its own spe-:aia private brand of food fish, which goesthead eve-n of the late A. Ward's entertain-rnent enterprise and is "ekalled" by none.
The gcnuine Penobseot salmon is without

L Ia-er. The Canadian imitttion is a verygood one, and often, very often. masquer-
des as aYankee fish in the markets, but
he epicurean salmon authority will tell you
hat the Nova Scotian lacks the fineness of
-rain and the exiuisite Hlavor of the l'enob-
scot prodluct.
When you look at the great silver beautiesmn the slahs in the mark-t you may he
retty sure of one of two thincs. Th.'V are
Pi cbsaot salmon or ih-.y are not. I on'ttry to impr.-sts upon any on. that you can
ell the differ-nee betteen the fish that
-omes from St. John aA th.- on.- that coam.-s
fiem Buckspoirt on the 'entbobot, b-cause,.
iiless you are an e.x!-rt of exle-rts. yolt:an't do it. Here It a ltil oint-te-r for you-
anaoian fish almost invarialy are large

one..front *-ightdesn pounid.. and up. as thearallest are not shipped, but kept for
rmlo.kiig.
The Peniobscot salmon is usually first in

ht, Rawton market. andi gilt-edge lricets ruleantil the Canadian ri'al conies aiA -om-
etition hrinas pric'.s dawn to a laow leve*l.
The first salmon tak- ifrothe l'enri-atot

-iver eac, saisn is a ver v:a luabl fish.
it ting its owner at lea-t 1.:5 per pcintd,ind the Crom.sus who wandl dine ulmon that
iI must pay handsotwly fokr tIh, pi el.r.
rhis I rice is good for but a 1, w L-tf. and,]

omdrops to Smenty-ti ' ixty ;In. tiftyen-ats. From the i:ttr-i ligure tha. slid is
luick to twenty-ffie, tweity. eihten, and
cn etimes- fitteen onts, a-'ording to the
upply. These- prices ara for whale fish at

holesial. Twenty-!ive centsisirstidereda retarkahly low prie- for cuts. thitI-fiveo fifty cents leing more e-nmmoan tiur.-s.
;t. John salmon arae ra-tail-a usually withlie P--nobsot. at the same prices ani at
ruch more profit to the marketn.-ti, wh-l
>uy tie Canadiara fish from Ve t- tw.-nty
-nts lower th.in those from Ma:Rie.
Tt. salmon fishernan has trials anal trib-dlltions without nurnbr. The Luilding of

3is v-wh in the early -printg is hard. (old
*iork. often to b- sw-alhAd Viat Iv the. rat
ir the laewarA drift of sme bowil.-red o;
. fogg--d Coating scho'nner. Then seals,l.gElh. laotrpoise. stuzr-n or -an.. th.-atray "critter" gets mix-1 ul> witih tih- iOt-
ing. mtu< I to its detriniarit. Tht- so-al is the
tatticular bay:. of the weir oRun-r's exist-
mee. They sneak into the lpound and catch
tfine .,almon. scoop everything out of thekin, and leave it floating like The shell of
Lsucked egg to eneourate profanity. In)laces where n-als are lt!enty a dory with
Lstuffed dummy man in the "ern is an--hored near the weir-not exactly a "seare--row.' hut a "'earelena." This ruse is quitd-Ifectual, as the seal lacks the nerve and
eIneral up-to-dativeness of the crow, who,)y the way. loats around the weir for luck-
ess small fish that get left high and dry onhe floor of the pouid.
While the trap is built with Intentions onhe salmon. all kinds of fish come in their
eason. A14 wives. flounders, toimeods. eelaind an occasi mnal shad or sea bass help outhe sea-son's protits.
Twice a year the United States govern.nent fish commission buys fish for theiatehery at East Orland. These have to ie

lept alive anld delivered to a collecting boatwhich calls for them daily. For the extrarouitle the tishermen get a handsome bonus,
hough not so handsome of late years as
ormerly.
Bangor. Bucksport and Belfast are therincipai shipping ptoints for the fish. They

ire usually packed in ice in long, narrow
>oxes holding one large or two small ones.ad an expert ptacker can land a salmon in

'hicago in surprisingly line and fresh ap-tearing condition.

Am K Ray Seny.
'rmn the Clerelanad Post.

The investigators whose names appear im
he newspapers in connection with Roent-
en ray experiments are a good deal both-ared by applications from people who im-
Lgine they have bullets or other unpleasant
oreign substance in various parts of their
knatomy. The story goes that not long
ago a certain local scientist received the'Ollowing letter
Dear Sir: I have had a bullet in my
horax for seven years. L. am too busy
o come to Cleveland. but hope you will
pe able to come down asere anid locate the
tullet, as I am sure the case is worth yourrhile. If you can't come yourself, send
our apparatus, and 1 will get one of the
octors taere to use it. Yours truly,.--H-eee is the local man's repily:Dear Sir: Very sorry I cannot find timeo visit you. Nor will I be able to send
ny apparatus. If you can't come to

"leveland yourself send me your thora

ty express, and I will do the beat I <an

aith iLt. ours truly,.-

ComEs-adIctoa- FIguee.
rom the Chiiao Tribune.
Mrs. Ferguson-"George, if I should cease

0 care for you and fall in love with seame

andsomer man, what would you dlo?"
Mr. FErguson (with some tiercenessk--"I'd

ue the scoundrel for $1tti,tMat"

Mrs. Ferguson (applying the corner of a
andkerchief to her eyeF-"And yet when I

old you the other day how dearly 1'd love

ou If you would only buy me that $15 va-.se
t Sp:teash & Co.'s you only saRat
Fumph!'"

G..

yer; de old man, me fader, Is a bankin' oS
boodle he's a goin' to send me to Europein' troo hi= camecae"?


